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Christ Church Rectory (Christ Church Parish House) 

 

Architectural Survey File 

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-

chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National 

Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation 

such as photographs and maps. 

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site 

architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at 

the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft 

versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a 

thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research 

project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment. 

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust. 
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

UN AME 
HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

Christ Church Rectory 

·fJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

] 2 South St-reet 
CITY. TOWN 

E<'lst.on - VICINITY OF 

STATE 
'-1arv1<lnrl 21 (QI 

DcLASSIFICA TION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC lS.occu PIED 

X-BUILDINGtSl _Jg>RIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS _YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED 

~NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

FIRST 
COUNTY 

Ta 1 bot 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE 

_COMMERCIAL 

_EDUCATIONAL 

_ENTERTAINMENT 

__ GOVERNMENT 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

_MUSEUM 

__ PACIK 

::__PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

~RELIGIOUS 
_SCIENTIFIC 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER 
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REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC Talbot Countv Court House 
STREET & NUMBER 

Washinaton Street 
CITY. TOWN 
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Iii REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

Town of Easton Survev by Paul Brinkman 
DATE 

STATE, Zl.p code 
'-farvlan<l 21601 

STATE 
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_FEDERAL ~TATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 
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B DESCRIPTION 

~EXCELLENT 

-GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

~LTERED 
e< l i nht h· 

CHECK ONE 

'::..ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE. ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Christ Church Rectorv sets on a slinht rise cf nround enclo~ert in 
the L formed by Christ Church r·-1 the east and the .Parish 'ioue<e on th!" 
north. The m.qin entr:ince is on the n0rth. The ·dwellino i .. surrounded 
by rows of handsome boxwoorl. To the west ii:; an intimate oardf'>n with herls 
of Enqlish fJowerino plants and herbs. 

The story and a half huildinq is of coursed granite in ~r~v and 
hrown tones. It is a "T" shapnd huildinq situnted wjth the cross har of 
the T perpP.nrlicular to the street. Tts steep, slate'"'covere<i, A-roof 
tP.rminates in prominant oables, emphasizerl hv narrow, douhle veroe f->o.qros. 
Eaves have exposed shaped rafter ends. 

A porch i::hf'>lters both elevations of the buildino which are nara11el 
to the street. The screened oorch at the rear of the house is morlern. 
The front porr.h i~ ori11im1l anri shelters th~ main entrancl",wh:ich leads 
to an interior hal.1 r11nni nr, the lenoth of the str11ct11re. Thr> front rloor 
i_ s c 1 osed with l 011vP.rs. 

Winrlow.s :~re placerl and r!esinne<i to emphasize th"' vertical• pi.cturf:!sque 
qualitv of the huilrlinr,. Trianoular arch openinq contain)rlouble hunr, sashes 
with six lights in the lower awl the up~r sash trianc111larlv shaped. .\ 
window of this tyTY> is used in the upper floor of the ma.ior oablP ends: 
below is a wooden bay winr!ow, rActanaular on the front oable, hexaaon~l on 
the <>'lst qahle. 

The two-1>ay leq of the T Plan is narl'lllel the street. On th!" front 
facade its western bay is occupied by the main entrance: a low rectanriular 
window is centered above the door. The e~stern hay has a tall window and 
n laroe oah1e dormer which extenrls below the roof line. ~imiliar rlormers 
are useo on the rear facades. A secon~ entrance is sit11ated at the r<>3r 
corner of the T: it also opens onto the central hall. 

Tall hric~ chimnevs pierce t~e roof rirlnes. ThP ridoe crossinq is 
markerl bv a low c11p11la with a hi pperl; copner roof. 

window trim is very narrow. Li.kn the hav windows it is paint<><i arev. 
The deep roof was used to rerluce the scale of this spacious dwellinri 

with the dormers piercino th!" cornice to perrrit the use of tall winnows. 
Con!"f'qnentlv, the interior is spaciom:; an<i liql-it w~th a aen,,.rous centr<il 
hall and tall cejlin~~. 

The Rimple stair with rounrl oak balusters and scroll type st~p brackets 
is set at the rear of the huilr:linn, at a right <lnolP. to the hall. 'T'here are 
thrPe rooms !1er ~loor with a Jdtchen addition. 

\son the exterior, winclQW anr:I floor trim is simple with f'1nt. compounrl 
.,,olflinq!'f. M;'lntlec; '!lave pilasters flankinq the rPctana1JJ.<1.r openinq, a 
friPz~. b~rlmoldings an~ a shelf. 

In 3 recent renoi.•ation, transom Jirihts ahove interior r1t·"·'r1" wer"' 
removnf! and chair rails arlded, therebv minimizinq the vertical qualitv of 
the hiqh cei linqed publ j c room. 

The dwelling is ul"erl by Christ Church Parish as its Rectory. The 
structure is caref11llv mai_nt<lim•d anrl beautifullv fornic::h<>rl. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC --ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE ~RELIGIOf'< 

_1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _lAW __ SC ENCE 

_1500-1599 -AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE ___ SCJcPTL;RE 

_1600-1699 ~RCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _s:.::CIAL.HUMANITARIAN 

_ 1700-1799 _ART __ ENGiNEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

~ 1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION,SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _ TRA'•SPORTATION 

- 1900- _CQMMUNICAT!ONS _INDUSTRY _PQLITICS,GOVERNMENT _QTt'Ef' !SPECIFY' 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT Richard Upjohn 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

156/FJOO 

L46/F29 

The building is significant for its architecture. In the 
midnineteenth century Christ Church was fortunate in selecting 
as its pastor a man devoted to both architecture and theology. 
The builder of both Christ Church and its Rectory, Rev. Henry 
M. Mason, came to Easton from Salem, New Jersey, in 18J8. There 
he had been closely affiliated with the Rt. Rev. George W. Doane, 
a builder of several churches in New England and a leader in the 
American Ecclesiology Movement. Ecclesiological theory, favored 
construction of churches based on the English Gothic 7.?.rish .. 
Churches. It was founded in England in the early nineteenth 
century. In the United States, William Strickland, of the leading 
architects who investigated these ideas, had designed a church 
in Salem for Rev. Mason in 1836 and it was on these plans that 
Christ Church was based. 

Richard Upjohn was also an architect of major importance in 
nineteenth century United States. Familiar with Ecclesiology, 
he also explored ,_· plastic qualities inherent in the Gothic 
revival mode. The vertical and picturesque qualities are both 
seen in this small, thoughtfully designed building which is both 
commodi~us and complimentary to the magnificent church building. 

This property was deeded to the members of the Vestry in 
1842 from Dr. William H. Thomas and his wife Ann. This had been 
a Nichols parcel of land and premises for many years previously. 
Elizabeth Nichols sold it to Dr. Thomas in 1825. Whatever 
dwelling was on the tract earlier, was demolished to make way 
for the new Church and Rectory. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Deeds and Land Records, Talbot County Court House. 
Stanton, Phoebe B. The Gothic Revival and American Church Architectu 

(Baltimore: Johns Hopkins Press, 1968.). 
Upjohn, Everand M. Richard Upiohn, Architect and Churchman, (New York: 

Columbia University Press, 1938). 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESS~Y 

ll!JGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
FA ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY---· -----

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME, TITLE 

Marsha L. Fritz, Consultant Cynthia B. Ludlow, Research Histor:im 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Historic Easton, Incorporated September 30, 1976 
sTREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE ~t.r. Paul Par sons, 

Box 1171 301-322-2706 Pres 
CITY OR TOWN 

Easton 
STATE 

1·,:aryland 21c:o1 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 26 7-14 38 

PS· 1108 
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